
     Generally wintertime is a pretty quiet time in GWRRA. It is 
a good time to look at things that are going on in your Chapter 
and assess how things are going. What can be done to im-
prove things? Participation, satisfaction, how can we make it 
better? The District Staff is here for you at any time to help 
you with these questions. There is also another group of peo-
ple that have a world of knowledge in dealing with issues in 
the Chapters, the Chapter Directors. We had a short introduc-
tion into the “Officer Mix Up” at the District Operations Meet-
ing. It seemed that everyone enjoyed it and was a rousing 
success. You will be happy to know that we will have another 
“installment” of the Officer Mix Up at Wingless Weekend. We 

will slate an hour on Saturday specifically for Chapter Officers to get together and mix it up. As 
taught to us by GWRRA the Chapter Directors are a part of the District Directors Staff. What 
better way to get involved in the Operations of the District than to become a part of the most 
important task a District Director has, mentoring and training the Officers within the District?  
Angie and I have years of experience and training in GWRRA, but we don’t profess to have all 
the answers, all the time. When the Chapter Directors get together and talk about things going 
on in their respective Chapters, some wonderful ideas and solutions are presented but, you 
guessed it, Chapter Directors.  The Chapter Directors in GWRRA have the most, and most inti-
mate contact with most of the Members. By virtue, the Chapter Directors are the most knowl-
edgeable in what the Members want, and what works. So why not use that knowledge to help 
your fellow Chapter Directors. We have always thought it was a wonderful resource.  
     Speaking of resources, let’s talk about Chapter Newsletters. This is not only an important 
resource for your Chapter Participants and others in the District, but it is the single most impor-
tant communication tool for the Chapter Directors. According the MOU which all Chapter Direc-
tors sign, you are responsible for providing a monthly newsletter for all of your Chapter Partici-
pants, all of the Chapter Directors in the District and the District Director. This used to be a fi-
nancial burden to some of the smaller Chapters when they were mailed out in hard copy via US 
Mail. I don’t know of any Chapters that still use that as their primary source of delivery. Ah, 
email! It has not only taken the financial burden part out of the picture, but it makes it easier to 
send it to EVERYONE! Use your Area Report and send it out to all the folks listed every once in 
a while. You might pick up a few Chapter Participants. I don’t know of anyone that doesn’t want 
that. It lets folks know what is going on, where you meet, some of the FUN the Chapter has had, 
and it doesn’t cost a dime to email it to a bazillion people if you so choose. One of the things 
that have been reinstated is the Newsletter Contest. The scoring guidelines are on the website 
for all to see, and can be found in this newsletter. The best part is you don’t have to enter to be 
eligible. Just by sending it the District Director, you are entered. Now to make sure I do my job, 
you can send it to CR & Diane Griffith the District Member Enhancement Coordinators. One of 
us will send it to Randy Jackson, Former Region N MEC out of North Carolina for judging. 
Newsletter Editor is a personally fulfilling task, but it can also be a thankless task. (Ken thanks 
for taking care of the District Newsletter. There will be a little something extra in your next pay 
envelope! ) So why not do a little something for the newsletter editors in the District and give 
them some recognition through an award.  
 

Thanks for all you do for GWRRA. Enjoy your Christmas and New Year’s. 
 

Mike and Angie Mitchell 
VA District Directors 
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Virginia Chapter Directors 

CHAPTER LOCATION CD PHONE MEETING INFORMATION

VA-A Burke, VA Mary O'Connor 703 378 3873 2nd Monday

VA-B Va Beach Al & Karla Dobbins 757 426 6110 2nd Wednesday

VA-C Hampton/Newport News Julie Steele 757 898 0735 2nd Sunday

VA-D Richmond Rich & Debbie Bonham 804 748-9025 4th Wednesday

VA-E Fredericksburg Gordon Combs 540 840 0394 3rd Wednesday

VA-F Winchester George & Brenda Tincher 571 934 7067  4th Sunday

VA-H Abingdon Paul & Dorothy Baker 276 628 6047 2nd Tuesday

VA-I Manassas Leo & Ruth Ellen MacDonald 703-368-5093 2nd Sunday

VA-J South Boston William & Sandy Morgan 434 836 2920 2nd Monday

VA-K Roanoke Bobbi Jo & Durwood Harrison 540 890 2890 2nd Monday

VA-L Chesapeake Martin Tengowski 757 986 2847 4th Tuesday

VA-M Martinsville Rocky  & Joyce Clark 276 632 7215 3rd Tuesday

VA-O Williamsburg Joe Dickson & Karrin Frankie 757 872 0690 4th Sunday

VA-P Charlottesville Cynthia & Mike Traver 434 973 5613 3rd Sunday

VA-Q Covington Stephen Pendleton 540 862 7124 3rd Sunday

VA-R Harrisonburg Les & Diane Warren 540 377 6282 1st Sunday

VA-U Hanover Dave and Norma Miller 804 222 3119 3rd Sunday

VA-V Bedford John & Barbara Harmon 540 890 4899 3rd Sunday

VA-W Chester Bill Martyn & Jennifer Knight 804 241 6910 2nd Tuesday

VA-X Salem Tony & Vickie Ayers 540 293 4982 1st Saturday

VA-Y Leesburg Bill & Susan Rodgers 703 729 0829 3rd Sunday

LEADERSHIP WITHIN VIRGINIA

Virginia Plaque Location 
 

VA-E Fredericksburg, VA 
 

CD:  Gordon Combs 

Phone:  540-840-0394 

Available:  Jan 19, 2011 

November Newsletter  

Contest Winner 
 

Congratulations To 
 

VA-Y 
 

CDs:  Bill and Susan Rodgers 
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District Couple of the Year 
     While taking a break from hanging Christmas lights and getting ready 
to put up the tree, we decided to take a moment and write our article for 
the District Newsletter.  It's December already and most of you are think-
ing about the holidays, perhaps GWRRA is the last thing on your mind.  
Too many more important things to tend to, like family, dinners, parties, 
fun.......hey wait a minute, we just described GWRRA. 
 
     It's been a couple months since we were selected District Couple and 
we have been "hard at work having fun.”  We’ve stopped in for some 
chapter socials to say hello and introduce ourselves.   We attended the 

first Officer’s Meeting with the new District Staff in early November and we've have been on a few 
rides with our home chapter.   
 
Through our visitations, we have been privileged to meet some of the new 2011 Chapter Couples for 
the District: 
 

Chapter "B" Virginia Beach - Jim Sexton & Carol Hill - Congratulations! 
Chapter "D" Richmond - Bob & Hope Carneal - Congratulations! 

Chapter "E" Fredericksburg - Ellen & Charlie Smith - Congratulations! 
Chapter "U" Hanover - Don & Linda Krukowski - Congratulations! 

Chapter "X" Salem - Joanne & Larry Larson - Congratulations! 
 
We know of more, but at this time they don’t know it and we don’t want to ruin the surprise!   
 
     Mark your calendars for February 18 & 19.  This will be the first event of the year for the new Dis-
trict Staff.  That's right WINGLESS WEEKEND is coming your way!  There are a few changes this 
year, most notable is the venue.  We will be moving the event to Richmond this year.  You ask why?  
This will aid in bringing it closer and more central to all the chapters, make it easier for all to attend.  
Our goal is to make this a fun event more accessible to everyone.  Now the majority of you wont 
have to drive as far to see our smiling faces.  We (ahem..Dennis) told Mike & Angie we would have 
423 people attending this year and so far we have guaranteed them we will be there, so that’s two!  
We only need 421 more people.  So consider this your official invitation from us to you.  Stop by the 
District website or ask your chapter couple where to get a registration form, fill it out and reserve 
yourself a spot.  We would love to see you again.  Our theme this year is Pajama Party, so bring 
some PJ's and join us for some fun. 
 
Dennis and Kristen Weston 
District Couple of the Year 

Dennis and Kristen Weston 
District Couple of the Year 
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Training in the Colder Months 
 

     We know you just hate to be cooped up in a classroom in 
the warmer months by a Rider Education Seminar Presenter or 
Leadership Trainer.  Everyone knows this is a time when we 
should be out riding. As a result of this, we do not always take 
the time get the training and instruction we need to be become 
better Riders and Co-Riders. 
 

     During the coming colder months will be the best time to get 
with your trainers and complete some great training opportuni-
ties.  You’re Chapter Educators, with support from the District 

Leadership Trainers and us as District Educators, can get several training opportunities set 
up for you. Below is a list of training.  
 

There are 7 Rider Education Seminars: 
 
1.  Co-Rider Seminar           5.  Trailering Seminar 
2.  Motorcycle Crash Scene Response        6.  Team Riding Seminar 
3.  Motorcycling for Mature Riders         7.  Road Captain Course 
4.  Seasoned Rider Supplement         
 
47 Leadership classes broken into 6 groups: 
  
1.  Chapter Leadership Skills             4.  Member Orientation Program 
2.  Intermediate Leadership Skills            5.  Life Skills Program  
3.  Advanced Leadership Skills                       6.  Chapter Life Program 
 
Let’s not forget about the CPR/First Aid complete certification or recertification classes.  
 
As you can see there is no shortage of training opportunities.  Challenge your Chapter Edu-
cator to schedule some of these great training opportunities.  
 
Hope to see everyone at a training session soon. 
Until next time: Ride Safe and Often   
 

 John and Michele 

Rider Education 

John and Michele Howe 
Virginia District Educators  
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Officer Certification Program –  
15 – 16  January 2011 
By Virginia Leadership Trainers, Rick and Elsie Baker 
 

     Virginia will present its next GWRRA Officer Certification Program (OCP) on 15 and 
16 January 2011 at Virginia Western Community College in Roanoke VA.  The regis-
tration deadline is:  COB 4 January 2011. 
 

     Every newly appointed Operations Officer (or reappointed), since 1 September 
2010 or planned through June 2011, should enroll in the next Virginia Officer Certifica-
tion Program slated for Roanoke, 15 – 16 January 2011.  And, any member may take 
the OCP, on a space-available basis, to find out exactly how GWRRA is organized and 

run to ensure we remain friends for fun, safety, and knowledge.   
 

Register with us now:  Rick and Elsie Baker, Virginia Leadership Trainers, at VADistTrainer@gmail.com 
 

Rick and Elsie Baker 
District Leadership Trainers 
Mike and Angie Mitchell 
Virginia District Directors 

Rick and Elsie Baker 
District Leadership Trainers 

District Training 

 

Nine Take The Leadership Instructor Plunge! 
By Rick and Elsie Baker, Virginia Leadership Trainers 
 
December 11, 2010, nine GWRRA members from the Virginia District learned about instructing Leadership Training 
seminars and presenting Rider Education seminars.  As part of the GWRRA instructor curriculum, our members com-
pleted part one of two parts toward earning their certificates.  On Saturday, they all successfully completed the class-
room training on how to give great presentations to our members, while attending the GWRRA Instructor course in 
Lynchburg, VA.  To certify as either a Leadership Instructor or a Rider Ed Seminar Presenter, they must now present a 
seminar to our members, either at a chapter or a convention (rally), while being evaluated on what they learned in the 
classroom.  They may present either or both Rider Ed and/or Leadership seminars for certification as either or both Rider 
Education Seminar Presenter and/or Leadership Instructor, respectfully. 
 

Completing the day’s training:  VA-K CE Diana Brennan, VA-B Ray Scott, VA-E CE Larry Gray, VA-U CE Karen Hicks, 
VA-O Special Events Coordinator Debra Koehler, VA-O Webmaster and Newsletter Editor Patrick Koehler, VA-U Web-
master and Newsletter Editor Leslie McAlexander, Former VA District Educator Jim Sharkey (audited this “new” course 
format), and VA-A CE Hank Waters.  Former VA District Director Pat Hasiak presented the course as part of his certifica-
tion as a “Senior” Leadership Instructor.  Region N Leadership Trainer and “Master” Leadership Instructor Pam Meador 
evaluated Pat Hasiak’s performance, training-oriented instruction, and application of leadership instructor principles for 
potential award of his “Senior” Leadership Instructor Certificate.  The International Directors of Leadership Training, 
David and Kathy Orr recently revamped and reformatted this Instructor Development and Certification Program (IDCP), 
with a goal of training the “universal” instructor for GWRRA.  Saturday’s training in Lynchburg was the second time in the 
United States the new Leadership program has been taught to our members. 
 
Congratulations to our members, who take the time to help the rest of us!  When our candidate instructors receive their 
certificates, look to them to bring Leadership and Rider Education seminars to your chapter and local area in the District 
of Virginia in 2011. 
 
Many thanks for everyone’s great attitude and willingness to help! 

mailto:VADistTrainer@gmail.com?subject=Leadership%20Training
mailto:VADistTrainer@gmail.com?subject=OCP%20Registration%20for%20Jan%202011
mailto:VADistTrainer@gmail.com?subject=GWRRA%20Instructor%20Training
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Membership Enhancement 
Merry Christmas from our home to yours, 

 
     Hope this finds all of our wonderful winging friends planning or enjoying a wonderful 

holiday season. If any of you are planning to travel during the holiday, let CR and I wish 

you a safe and joyful trip. 

     We would like to take this opportunity to announce that Les Warren, of Chapter R  has 

agreed to work with us as the Membership Coordinator for the Virginia District. Les is 

such a stickler for details, and knows so many of the Virginia roads and areas that we felt 

he would be a natural for this. We believe that he will enjoy the task to see that all the pro-

spective and new members are found home chapters and notified. If you see him welcome 

him aboard our team, we are all in this together, so CR, Mike, Angie and I, and the rest of 

the District staff will be there for him when he needs us 

     The Virginia District is putting together a contest for recruiting, the time frame will 

run from September 2010 to September 2011.We will post monthly the most current count 

that is sent to us from National, so you will be able to find all this information on our Dis-

trict Web Page. 

      As the new-year unfolds there are some that may be interested in what is happening with the newsletter awards program. 

I would like to take this opportunity to let you know that Angie has asked Randy and Linda Jackson, former Region N Mem-

ber Enhancement Coordinators to review our newsletters and to choose the winner for us on a monthly basis. The contest 

will run from November to September 2011, and at Rally in the Valley we will select the top newsletter from amongst the 

winners. Next year we will run it from September to September.  We felt that by asking Randy to do this for us, we would 

have a completely impartial judge. Hope you all are excited about it and geared up to do your best. 

The criteria for the newsletter judging will be by a points system (this will be posted on the district web page under the Mem-

bership Enhancement Program) 

      Our Couple of the Year, Dennis and Kristen Weston are off to a running start, they are encouraging all the chapters to 

have a couple; and the directors to support their couples in any way they can. 

We were notified recently that a new revised Couple of the Year Manual has been posted on the National Web Site. For any-

one that would like to have this updated information, go to the National Web page, access the MEP program, and then follow 

the link to the COY program. 

      Our Chapter of the Year Coordinator, Elsie and Rick Baker are totaling up all the points and getting ready to announce 

the winner for the year 2010. There was a date change; the nominations were to be in on or about the 1st of December, with 

the packages due in by the 5th of January to the Virginia Chapter of the Years Coordinator. Please check with them, if you 

are submitting anything.  A New Score sheet for the year 2011 Chapter of the Year award program has been posted on the 

National Web Site, if you are interested in participating please go to the GWRRA National web site, select the MEP tab then 

the CHOY tab on that page.   

     ñ Wingless Weekendò will soon be upon us before you know it. This year things are shaping up a little differently; looks 

like Richmond will be the destination for our fun and games. We have asked Don Smith to be the coordinator for the 

ñGamesò, he is very excited about taking this on, and has lots of good ideas. Also the theme for this year will be ñPajama 

Partyò. Angie and Mike are putting together what promises to be a relaxing, and fun fill weekend. So put on your snazzi-

est pjôs and plan to come on down!! 

In the meantime, stay warm, and enjoy the holidays! 
 

Till next time 

Enjoy and Ride Safely 

 

CR and Diane 

Virginia District MEC 

952 Yagers Road 

Luray, VA 22835 

crandme01@embarqmail.com 

CR and Diane Griffith 
Membership Enhancement 
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      What is this that is happening….it seems like we just finished the leftovers from Tur-
key day and already in full gear getting ready for Keith Lindgren…no that’s not right…
yeah, you might call Keith the bearded wondered….but I am talking about the other one.  
Yep…that guy we have all come to love, Saint Nick.  Chapters are already having their 
Holiday parties, participating in their town’s Christmas parades and everyone is getting 
into the festive mood.  Well almost everyone.  Keep it going...you never know who that 
spirit may rub off on. 
 
      Let’s see what has been going on over the last month.  Chapter wise, Mary O’Con-
nor, CD for VA-A (my home chapter) and the rest of her Chapter celebrated their 28

th
 

year.  They combined their social gathering with a Pot Luck.  The friendship and fellow-
ship were great and the food was just down right awesome.  The Virginia Traveling 
Plaque is starting to grow some cobwebs and roots as it stayed at Chapter E.  The cur-

rent rules are still in effect, so the plaque will stay in Fredericksburg for another month and not be available until 19 Jan 
2011.  Something tells me they will be saying good bye to the plaque in January…but that still remains to be seen.  I am 
issuing a challenge to all Chapter Directors in Virginia and may have to contact my fellow ADD’s to see if we can get a 
friendly wager going to see if the plaque stays in the North…or moves to another location.  Chapter F had informed the 
District leadership they wanted to start the paperwork to have the Chapter fold.  A couple days prior to their gathering, 
Mike and I received an email from George and Brenda.  The talked it over with the Chapter and they decided to see if 
they could keep the chapter going.  We were all happy to hear that.  Then much to their surprise, they had three potential 
new members show up at the social gathering.  So it looks like Chapter F is getting some steam and starting to roll down 
the track.  Congrats to George, Brenda and the Chapter. 
      
       As a result of the District staff meeting in November, the Plaque Attack Rules are being revised.  We expect to have 
the rules finalized and out by the first of the year.  Stay tuned for the new guidelines. 
In the area of Training, there is an OCP set to take place in Roanoke 15-16 Jan 2011.  I know there are a few CDs that 
still need to participate, so let’s keep Rick and Elsie busy in Jan and get signed up for the class.  Feel free to contact me 
or Rick and Elsie Baker directly for additional information. 
The Medic First Aid program for the district is under the restructure of our new District Educators John and Michele.  I 
know a lot of you were planning on taking FA and CPR at Rally last October, but unfortunately the classes were can-
celled.  We now have three new instructors (one still needs to be blessed) and are ready to help your chapters meet your 
Education requirements.  Keep one thing in mind…you never know when you may need those skills to save someone’s 
life.  From what I remember, there are two or three Chapters that have already set the dates on the training calendar for 
after the first of the year.  Contact John and Michele for more information. 
 
      Wingless Weekend has moved.  Yes that is what I said.  Wingless Weekend will be moving from Williamsburg to 
Richmond.  The weekend of 18-20 Feb 2011 has been set for what promises to be a great weekend...  See the flyer and 
registration sheet in this issue for additional information. 
 
      One last thing….since we have a new staff as well as new colors for the district, I thought it was only fitting to change 
the Newsletter around a bit.  I hope you enjoy the new format. 
 
      Well my friends, on behalf of all the Chapters in the North and the District staff I hope everyone has a safe 
and joyful holiday season.  I hope to see you all on the roads real soon! 

 
Ken Taylor 

Virginia Ass’t District Director 

North 

Virginia Happenings 

Ken Taylor 
Ass’t District Director 

North 
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Western Area: 
     With the District Team meeting early in November now behind us, the 
task of improving our communications is on the way. Hopefully we all 
will have the current contact info for everyone we need to stay in touch 
with.  Technology can help but may also be a hindrance. Incorrect phone 
numbers, changing email and mailing addresses  listed for use becomes 
frustrating when trying to contact members. In some instances, Nationals 
data isn't the most up to date, largely due to members failing to notify 
them about changed info. There is readily becoming a great deal of im-
portant information that needs to be disseminated to the membership, 

involving all GWRRA programs that have so much to offer.  
      
     Kathy, Jonathan and I have benefited so much from every aspect of GWRRA that we've been in-
volved in, including; riding seminars that gave us a better understanding of riding principals; First Aid 
training to use in several cases that we've had need; seminars about things like remembering names 
& stress management that have been invaluable in dealing with life in general. Added enjoyment in 
life with all the friends that we've made in GWRRA including activities that we enjoy like Bike Shows, 
Light Bike Shows, all the Rallies, picnics, dinners and of course the rides. Kathy was a little hesitant 
about taking the Road Captains course as she said she would never lead/drag a ride, but since com-
pleting has given her a more confident feeling about rides altogether and has lead many rides since. 
One common factor would be that every activity began with someones idea, which was then passed 
on to others thru communication, whether it be by email, snail-mail, phone calls, newsletters, fliers 
or websites. Everyone showed up cause they KNEW something was happening. Sounds simple but 
without communication, how many would show? 'The more the merrier' we've always heard so, lets 
spread the fun and let everyone know whats happening. Chapters letting others know what they 
have planned and inviting other chapters to join in. One of the BEST forms of communication is 
when its done in person, so when you get the chance, drop by a Chapter and visit. Share some 
ideas and plans. Make some new friends. Take along your Chapter Couple, new members, Chapter 
staff and have some fun. As District makes plans with new ideas for Wingless and RITV, think about 
joining your friends and us to share a new experience 
 
     We encourage everyone to get involved and enjoy the fun. As I review the seminars available in 
Leadership Training and Rider Eduction, there is so much benefit for everyone. Motorist Aware-
ness is something everyone of us should be involved with in order to promote a safer environ-
ment for all riders and co-riders! Besides, sharing the fun with other members (ie: new 
friends) is totally worth it! 
 

Wayne and Kathy Whitworth 
Ass’t District Director 
West 
 
 

Virginia Happenings 

Wayne and Kathy Whitworth 
Ass’t District Director 

West 
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Virginia Happenings 
Virginia Traveling Plaque: 

2011 The Year of the Visit 
 

The staff has been working very hard to 
come up with some changes for the District 
Traveling Plques that will be fair for all the 
Chapters and to help get it moving .  If you 
look at the history of the plaque for this past 
year, it has resided at two Chapters for the 
better part of the year (9 months).  Chapter E 
in Fredericksburg will have it in their posses-
sion for 5 months.  That is pretty much in the 
middle of the state.  The purpose of the 
plaque was to promote visitation.  Hopefully 
the guidelines that are coming out will help 
to promote that.  Let’s make 2011 the year of 
the visit! 
Tigger 

Eastern Highlights 
 

* Chapter W is having another chapter bow-
lathon,  Jan 15th, Hopewell Bowling Center, 
115 S. 15th Ave, Hopewell, VA 2:00PM.  $2.00 
shoe rental and $2.75 per game.  Bring your 
“A” game.  All chapter are invited. 

 
* Chapter U will be serving homemade chili 

and cornbread at their January 16th 2011 
meeting.  Cost is $1.00 per bowl. 

 
* From the rest of the Chapters on the Eastern 

side of Virginia….Merry Christmas, Happy 
Holidays and Happy New Year.  

 

Dennis and Kristen Weston 

Virginia Assôt District Directors-East 

You've heard and read about the GWRRA Chapter of the Year Pro-
gram.  Now, it's time for you to nominate your chapter as the 2010 Chapter 
of the Year!  Your nomination package must arrive via email, in electronic 
form, to the Virginia Chapter of the Year Coordinators Rick and Elsie Baker 
by 5 January 2011 to be considered for the award.  The top three chapters 
will win cash at Wingless Weekend!  

I've attached a Nomination Package (WORD) for you to insert your chapter information.  Also, you must sub-
mit substantiating information in a number of attachments.   You may initially think the package is too com-
plex.  Our goal is to make it easy for Chapter Directors to fill in each area and make some attachments from 
of his/her documentation of chapter and individual activities.  So, this nomination and request for documenta-
tion should really help your chapter compete well.  And, your Assistant District Director, Rick and Elsie, and 
Angie and I are available to help you with your chapter's nomination package, so don't hesitate to call or email 
any of us.  
 Please note that a few calculations require the number of individual members assigned to your chap-
ter on 31 December 2010.  Please estimate this number based on your records.  The District MECs, Diane 
and CR Griffith will verify your members on the Full Area Report we obtain in mid to late January and make 
any required adjustments to your calculations.  
 Please email your Chapter of the Year Nomination Package to Rick and Elsie Baker as a WORD 
attachment along with your supporting documents as attachments to your email.  Your chapter’s electronic 
nomination and attachments are due to them by COB, 5 January 2011.  rickbaker2006@verizon.net and 
phone:  703-318-5899 
  

Best wishes,  
 

Mike and Angie Mitchell 
Virginia District Directors 

mailto:rickbaker2006@verizon.net


Page 11 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association                                                                                                                Dec 2010 

 

Virginia Events 

Subject to Change based on additions and deletions 
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Wingless Weekend 
      About five or six years ago, Wingless moved a little west to the Williamsburg Hospitality House from it’s 
previous location, the George Washington Inn. Now this was done for several reasons, the most important to 
provide an enjoyable, affordable venue for our participants.  The time has come again to make a move, this 
time a little further west to the Crowne Plaza in Richmond.  
 

     The new location fits our needs wonderfully. The hotel was recently updated to Crowne Plaza standards. 
The rooms will run $72 a night, and include free internet access, alarm clock with CD player, hairdryer, ironing 
board with iron, coffee maker, 27” TV with cable and a Sleep Advantage Amenities package.  The hotel also 
has a fitness center and an indoor pool and whirlpool.  The conference center is located at the backside of the 
hotel so it is out of the flow of traffic, but is connected to allow for indoor access. There are 500 parking 
spaces specifically for the conference center, so parking will not be a problem.   
We will have a familiar setup in that we will have registration just outside of the Ballroom where the Friday 
night festivities will be held. The Ice Cream Social will take place in the hospitality suite in rooms 746,748 and 
750.  
 

     For Saturday, the Ballroom will be divided into 3 separate meeting spaces for our functions. We will also 
have two more rooms just around the corner that will accommodate our Med First Classes.  The hallways will 
be used for Departmental Tables as in the past.  
Saturday Evening, the dinner will be held in the ballroom. This will be a plated meal consisting of a salad, 
rolls, your choice of meat (Fried Chicken or Pork Loin) green beans and scalloped potatoes. Desert and Tea/
Coffee will be included.  You will have to make your choice of meat on the registration form. Angie went to a 
“tasting” to check out the food and brought me home a plate. It was wonderful. The pork loin was stuffed with 
an apple stuffing and had a gravy on it. The fried chicken was fantastic.   
The hotel is easily accessible from Interstate 64 at exit 183. It is located on Broad Street which has shopping 
and restarants  in both directions for miles. Every kind of food immagineable is within a couple of miles. In the 
packets, we will have a map highlighting most of the eateries around.  
Besides serving as the State Capital, Richmond is packed with historical and cultural sites, so we decided 
why not offer a tour of our city? We have arranged with Winn Bus Lines, a brief sightseeing tour of Richmond. 
This will consist of about an hour and a half to two hour tour pointing out some of Richmond’s highlights.  The 
cost for the tour is $16 and will be based on preregistration. We will need a minimum of 25 people to make 
this happen. They can handle as many as we have so no limit. We will set this up for before lunch, probably 
10 – 12. This will allow folks to check out things in the morning, take the tour and still leave time for afternoon 
activities.  
 

     Another event we have set up is a Mary Kay “Ultimate Pampering Session” for after lunch. All ladies that 
attend will receive a lip and hand treatment and a personalized skin care treatment. This complementary, and 
please check out more information on this later in the newsletter.  
 
     We also have someone from the Law Offices of Tom McGrath coming to give a talk. Not the insur-
ance talk that most of us have heard but some new information that may be of use to some of us. 
We always appreciate Tom and his crew and their support of not only GWRRA, but motorcyclist of 
all kinds.  
 
Wingless is shaping up to be a new and exciting event, one that you won’t want to miss.   See the 
flyer on page __ 
 
See ya in Richmond.  
YOUR District Staff  
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Wingless Flyer/Registration 
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Wingless Flyer/Registration 
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District Merriment  
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District Training  

Photos courtesy of Leslie McAlexander; VA-U 
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VA-A 28th Anniversary 
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News From National 
     The Motorist Awareness Division and Rider Education Pro-
gram, through a Team effort, are committed to a goal of estab-
lishing the safest motorcycling environment possible. While 
Rider Education trains and educates motorcycle riders, the Mo-
torist Awareness Division (MAD) will focus on educating the mo-
torist community. Our primary goal in motorist awareness will be 
to reduce the number of motorcycle crashes with other highway 
users, a reduction in the loss of life,  and a reduction in injuries. 
  

A New Era in Motorist Awareness - A Simple Plan... 
  
The Motorist Awareness Division of GWRRA, through a “Share the Road” campaign 
will pursue three aspects of motorist awareness. Each of these three are supportive of 
each other: 
 

Awareness Education - Providing motorists with First Class, professional educa-
tion through our certified seminar presentations. Our presentations will be devel-
oped for a multitude of audiences, educating them to a better understanding of 
motorcyclists, the risks involved, a heightened awareness of motorcycle pres-
ence and what they as motorists can do in the prevention of crashes. 

"Drive Aware!” 

Awareness Advertisement - Serves as a reminder to motorists that they share the 
road with motorcycles. Reinforced reminder to the education aspect. 

Public Relations - Interaction with the motoring public has the ability to reflect 
highly on GWRRA and to mold public opinion on how they view motorcyclists. 

Our goal in this area is to build a rapport with motorists and leave them with a feeling 
that motorcyclists are real people who could be their friend, neighbor, or even a rela-
tive. 
  
The Motorist Awareness Division has already begun working with the Motorcy-
cle Safety Foundation (MSF) and other organizations within the motorcycling 
community. Communications and the sharing of information between us and 
these organizations helps build our programs, sets the stage for success and 
benefits the entire motorcycling community. 

Mike Stiger  

Director  
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Outside of Virginia 
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Outside of Virginia 


