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N\ From the Desk of the
District Educator

- Gary Wall, Virginia District Educator

Hi There Sport’'s Fan’s,

WWWhhhheeeewww, Wingless 2004 was a
weekend whirlwind. Classes, fun, seminar’s, fun,
games, making new friends, and more FUN!! | really
didn’t know if | was coming, going, stretched this way
or that, but | had a ball. Whenever you have an
undertaking such as this, there is ho way one person
could do half of what we accomplished this weekend.
We have so many friends to thank, and the only way
we know how is to simply say, “Thank You For

Jackie, the real District Educator, for you see, if she
hadn't kept her foot you know where, | would still be
in the planning process of it all. Jim Sharkey, Gordon
Combs, and Jeff Sterling for doing the Rider Ed
games, John and Syd Newbauer for doing the Co-
Rider Seminar, Bill Lee for doing the Team Riding
Seminar, and getting certified to become a Certified
GWRRA Certified Seminar Presenter in the process!
Congratulations Bill. Thanks also go to John and
Peggy Bebb, Karen Kestner, Don Riffey, Cundiff and
Ellen Simmon’s, (yes we even put the Region
Educator’s to work), Jim Sharkey, Nick and Teresa
Knox, Jackie (again), for their tireless work behind
the Rider Ed table selling everything but the
wallpaper off the walls. We even had Gordon Combs
helping with crowd control at the opening
ceremonies. | know there were more Educators’ that
did a tremendous job helping out, and if | forgot
someone, and | am sorry, but your efforts were also
appreciated. We had Educator’s everywhere, helping
out with everything, and it was appreciated by all. We
also welcomed 3 new Chapter Educator’s to the
family, Chris Bilinski, Assistant Chapter Educator for
VA-I, Greg and Sylvia Hapner, Chapter Educators for
VA-Al, and Ken Siadak, Chapter Educator for VA-W.
Congratulations to all of you and welcome. If you
didn’t have fun this weekend, you must have missed
the hilarious skits put on by a number of our friends.

I will never be able to look at some of these folks the
same way again. If you did miss this weekend, don’t
fret, we will have another one just like it next year.

Virginia District is having their Spring Officer’s
meeting on March 13", at Natural Bridge. We would
like to see as many Educators as possible. For those
who are going to be there, make your reservation’s
now, the room’s will be going quickly.

Virginia District Rider’'s Ed is helping Region N Rider

Ed sell tickets for a Garmin Street Pilot 1ll. Some of
us might not have to do a corrective measure, U-
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turns for some, again. Just plug in your direction’s,
and it will map out a course for you, and if you get off
route, the voice will let you know about it! If you
would like to help sell some of these tickets, just let
us know and we will get them to you. Help support
Rider Education.

Riding season is quickly approaching. Inform your
member’s that now is the time to start getting
everything ready for the riding season. For instance,
how many members’s just cruised up to the nearest
7-11 to try and get their battery charged? We all
know that doesn’t generate enough of a charge to do
anything so remind them to put a charge on it and it
should be ready for the first bit of warm weather that
will hopefully arrive soon. And how about some of
that snow that we think the whole state received this
winter. VDOT does a tremendous job keeping all
that salt and sand spread on the roadways, but we as
motorcyclists have to be aware of the road
conditions. And how about the air pressure that you
knew was right on the money back in December
when you put the bike to sleep for the winter. Might
there be a big chance that the cold weather has
seeped air out of those tires we trust so much? Keep
you meetings pertinent to the riding in your area and
your member’s will not only enjoy it, but thank you
later for reminding them.

We also have a little sad news. Jim Sharkey,
Assistant District Educator has had to make a hard
decision. His home chapter is VA-I in Manassas, and
the Chapter Director has asked Jim for his help in
running the chapter, and Jim has decided to help on
the operations side. Jim’s heart is always in Rider
Ed, but he heard someone ask for help, and being
the great person he is, is going to help out. Jim has
been a tremendous asset for not only us and the
District, but for Cundiff and Ellen Simmons. We wish
him the best of luck at Chapter I, and we will miss
him tremendously.

Well folks, now the newsletter editor is asking me
how long will | be with my article, for she wants to get
it out before the next riding season begins!
Remember that if you need any help with questions,
we will help where we can.

Until we meet again,
Ride Safe and Have Fun,
Gary and Jackie



Test Your
Knowledge

- Jackie Wall

How much do you know about Rider Education? You
know the saying... “The More You Know, The Better
It Gets”. Well that is what it is all about. The more
we know as Educators, the more we can share our
knowledge with our members. So to help you out
and make things FUN (hey, haven't | heard that
before “FUN, SAFETY, and KNOWLEDGE"), | am
starting a new game called “Test Your Knowledge”.

Here’s how it works.... Every month | will ask a few
guestions about Rider Ed. Sometimes | will be
referring to the Rider Ed disc that you should have,
other times | will be referring to the Rider Ed
Guidebook. Starting this month, | will ask a few
guestions. All you need to do is email the answers
back to me. | will keep a spreadsheet for all the
Educators who answer the questions correctly. For
each correct answer, you will receive a point. The
Educator with the most points for that monitoring
period will win a FREE registration to either Wingless
Weekend or Rally in the Valley. Tell us Vanna, what
else will the contestant win... In addition to this
wonderful “door prize”, all the Educators who have
answered the questions correctly will be highlighted
in the next month’s newsletter.

So, get out those Rider Ed discs. If you don’'t have
one or can't find yours, please let me know. | will be
happy to make you another copy. Remember, this is
a game to have FUN with and increase your
awareness of Rider Education.

Good Luck... Here are your first set of questions. |
have started out easy this month!

Rules and Requlations:

e This game if for Educators and Assistant
Educators.

e Playing period will begin with February’s article.

e | must receive all answers before the last day of
the month the newsletter is published.

e Answers can be emailed to gdw-jlw@uno.com
e We will have 2 FREE Registrations given out per
year — one for Wingless Weekend and one for

Rally in the Valley.

e The “monitoring” period will be February 2004
through August 2004 for the RIV 2004
registration and September 2004 through
January 2005 for the Wingless 2005 registration.

Ok, lets Test Your Knowledge...

On the Rider Ed disc, there is a section called “Duties
and Guidelines for Educators”

1. Where is this file (Duties and Guidelines for
Educators) located? In other words, what is
the path you will follow to get to this file?
(Hint: Rider Education is the first folder you
will select)

2. What are the first 3 “Duties of a Chapter
Educator” as listed in this document?

There are 2 “manuals” listed on the Rider Ed disc.

3.  Which 2 manuals are listed?
4 —6. In the first manual listed, there is a section
that goes over 2 separate mileage programs
administered through the Rider Ed program — Safe
Miles and High Mileage. Applications for Safe Miles
is accomplished by submitting the same REP forms
as is used for (4) through (5) and
can be found in (6) . (these answers
need to be directly from this section).



REGION N NEWS

-Cundiff Simmons, Region N Educator

Region N Rally X
May 6-7-8, 2004
Cherokee, NC

Start making your plans now to attend the 2004

Region N Rally, May 6-8, in Cherokee, North

Carolina.

' ) New this year will be a Master’s Breakfast on
Saturday morning. The Master’s Breakfast is

open to ALL Educatorsaswell asthe

Level IV Master Tour Riders.

Also this year, Rider Education will raffle off a
Garmin Street Pilot Il GPS system complete with a
Ram Gold Wing mount. Tickets are $ 5.00 each and
are available for sale NOW. Check it out the GPS at
www.cyclegadgets.com

EDUCATORS: If you would like a supply of Garmin
Street Pilot Il GPS raffle tickets to sell, please
contact me ASAP. | will send you a supply to sell to
other GWRRA members as well as friends and
family. All this money goes to support Rider
Education.

We need door prizes for the Rider Education table.
Start scaring them up now and there won't be a rush
to come up with them just before the Rally.

District Rider Education assignments for the Region
Rally will be forthcoming soon.

Region N Educator of the Year 2004

Nominations for the 2004 Region N Educator of the
Year are due to Cundiff Simmons at
c.h.simmons@juno.com no later than March
15" 2004. We have MANY deserving candidates
in Region N. It's not too early to start writing those
nominations. Remember, the nominations can come
from anyone, so get the word out.

Go!!
Chapter Reporting wav To

Congratulations to Virginia and West Virginia for
once again achieving 100% Chapter reporting for the
last quarter of 2003. Of the other three Districts, we
had reporting as low as 48%. Please remember that
reporting is REQUIRED of every Chapter, EVERY
month! If a report doesn’t come from the Chapter
Educator, the Chapter Director is responsible for
sending the Monthly Chapter Rider Ed report to the
District Educator. | need all of your help to make
Region N 100 % in Chapter reporting.

Area Report

The latest Area Report (January 2004) was recently
distributed to all District Educators. If you have not
received your copy, please contact your District
Educator. Please keep in mind, while you may expect
this report to be perfect, remember it is a TOOL for
your use.

At the Chapter level, make whatever changes you
feel are necessary to make it a useful tool for serving
your members. When | receive the Area Report from
National, it includes all Districts. | then break it out
and send each District their respective members.
Each District should send it to the Chapter Directors
for review. Each Chapter can sort and filter by
Chapter designation and only keep the necessary
information if desired. If there are any corrections that
need to be made, complete a Correction Form and
send it to your District Educator for processing.

One of the columns that has brought about some
confusion on the Area Report is the first column
“Invalid Record” This column is used to show
whether or not a members Rider Education records
are “valid” or “invalid”. If the column has “TRUE”, this
means that the record is invalid and has a problem
that needs to be addressed. If the column has
“FALSE", this means that the record is valid and is a
good record. Educators — please go through your
report and check for invalid records (TRUE) in your
membership. For instance, if you see “TRUE” in the
first column, some information in that members
record may be out of date, for instance First Aid and
CPR may be expired.



A\ 1I’'m Grouchy Now!!!

- Jim Sharkey, Assistant District Educator

Well Mother Nature has not been kind.
It has been 11 days; 16 hours and 43 w
minutes since | was last able to ride my

wing. As you know, from reading my \b
article last month, | am cranky since |

have not been able to participate in my main stress
relieving activity. | saw 3 bikes in the HOV lanes this
AM and | would have been there too if | could just
safely get out of my neighborhood. | truly hope we
see a spring thaw soon.

Life is kinda like a box of chocolates,

oops just slipped right out the end of my
typing fingers — sorry. Let me start again,

B life is always full of choices, some easy and
=em  gome hard. | recently had to make one of
them hard ones. As most of you probably know | hail
from Chapter I, so when Pat Hasiak, CD of Chapter I,
asked me to be his ACD | immediately knew this was
going to be a hard choice to make. | truly enjoy my
involvement with rider education and totally support
the program but then my home chapter needs my
help. It goes without saying that this choice ended
up costing me some sleep but in the end | feel that
the strength of GWRRA is at the chapter level and if
my home chapter needed my help | had to return. So
it is with mixed emotions that | step down as the
Virginia Assistant District Educator to assume the
duties of Chapter I's Assistant Chapter Director.

| do want to take this opportunity to
thank Cundiff and Ellen Simmons
for giving me the opportunity to
serve at the District level. | want to
thank Gary and Jackie for asking
me to stay on as ADE once Cundiff
and Ellen moved up to Region. | can’t express how
much | appreciate your confidence in me.

Next | would like to thank all of you chapter educators
and chapter directors out there that work hard to
keep Virginia at the forefront in rider education. |
personally want to thank all of you for your support in
helping me with my duties over the last year-plus.

So until we meet again. Ride safe! Remember |
want to continue to see your smiling faces around.

Jim Sharkey

The (for a little why longer)
Virginia Assistant District
Educator

‘BT WO FLAD RERRS ARTOCAETN

\/

A District Officer’s Meeting

The Spring District Officer's Meeting will be held at
the Natural Bridge and Conference Center in Natural
Bridge Virginia on March 13", All Educators and
their spouses are encouraged to attend. If you have
not sent in your RSVP and are planning on attending,
please do so to Keith Lindgren at
klindgren22@cox.net . A block of rooms has been
reserved at the rate of $58 per night, plus tax. These
rooms will be held until March 1%, Please call the
hotel at 1-800-533-1410 to make your room
reservations.

N\ NEWSfrom NATIONAL

Levels I, II, I, & IV

-Bill and Linda English, Assistant
National Director

Due to the large amount of new Rider Educators
coming aboard, Linda and | would like to share some
of the problems we have when we receive the level
forms. We know many have already started to check
and make needed changes and we thank you.

1. Old eyes are upon us and some times we are
unable to read the information. Take time in
completing the form or have someone complete it for
you.

2. At the top of the levels page we need your correct
member number. We cannot put any information into
the database without the member number.

We also get #16540D for member number. NOT!!!!
Some don’t know what their number is.

3. The whole name of the city, you may know all the
abbreviations for your local cities but it hard for us.
(ea. Jax, Pns, NN)

4. Level | is self-explanatory, $6.00 to join. The $2.00
is only if you want an update or a safe miles pin. We
have seen forms showing $8.00 collected for Level I.
5. Level Il We need to know the expiration date of
the course taken. What ever date is there is the
expiration date for us to enter. Often we get 7/2003
for an update on 10/2003. We don’t know if you took
the course two years previous or this year. If it you
took the course two years previous then you are not
current to renew or move up.

6. Level Il We need to know if the course was two up
or rider. A Co-rider can change to be both Rider and
Co- Rider.

7. Level lll You can update your safe miles in Level |
and move up to or renew level lll. We again, must
have the type of First Aid and CPR course you took.
We can sometimes know the expiration date by the
type of CPR or First Aid. Not all CPR courses have



the same expiration time as the First Aid. For the type
we get Basic, or abbreviations. We need more info.

8. Level IV We get the same form you send to
National. They do try and correct info where they can
but they don't have the database to know.

At the bottom of the application where it states, Total
Money Enclosed, Date, Patches Issued, we need the
date. With no date we enter the first day of the month
we are working in. Now if you don’t have the correct
form, you will not have a place for a date. Then you
need to put a date on that form and obtain the correct
form for next time at www.gwrra.org.

We need the forms to be read for completion and
correctness. Some Regions have all forms sent to
the Regional Educator for review. We don’t care who
sends them to us; just have the last person
responsible to audit the forms for correctness.

If you are moving up or renewing to another Level the
only thing that belongs in Level | is updating safe
miles and check the box for “Already enrolled

in Level I".

The Chapter Educator or the first person who
received a completed form have the best chance to
make sure forms are correctly filled out or readable.

We would rather enter the data correct the first time
and make Linda warm and fuzzy. Also when you
receive your reports, you will have the correct
information.

A\ Winter IsHere

First, HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Well, It's here. Winter has arrived. Unless you have a
lot of heavy clothing or electric gear, the opportunities
to ride will be very few.

What's a Rider to do, other then dream of and wish
for warmer, drier weather?

How about doing a detailed inspection of your Iron
Horse? Something more then the quick look (tires
look ok, no puddles on the ground, let’s ride) we all
do when we are able to ride often? Some of what |
am going to suggest could involve removing some of
the fairing or other plastics, as well as the seat.
Hopefully you have the manuals to assist you.

Let’s start with the tires. Instead of just looking at the
wear bars, get down and with the wheel off of the
ground look into the tread while turning the wheel.
Look closely for any cracking or bulges in the tread
grooves and the sidewall. While there may still be a
lot of tread on the tire, they may be starting to dry rot
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from age. Look for and remove and stones or other
objects stuck in the grooves that may cause a
puncture.

Take a good look at the coolant. How long has it
been in the cooling system? Does it look clean (the
color will depend on the type of antifreeze used)?
Should it be changed? Is it able to protect against
the freezing temperatures we will be having? Check
the hoses. Do they show any signs of cracking or
getting brittle? Are the clamps tight?

Check the fluid in the brake and clutch systems.
Does it look clean with no signs of moisture? How
long has it been since the fluid was replaced? The
DOT-3 and DOT-4 brake fluid used in most
motorcycles does absorb some moisture from the air.
This moisture can gum up calipers and cause the
brakes and clutch fade when operated during hot
weather conditions or under heavy brake/clutch use.

If your motorcycle is an older year, take a look at the
condition of the wiring. Look for any sign of wear. If
you store your machine in a detached garage, barn
or other out building, look for signs that critters (mice,
squirrels, etc.) might have gotten to the wiring or
started building a nest some where under the
plastics.

Now is also the time to think about installing those
new goodies you want to add. Since you will not be
cranking up to ride real soon you can take some time
to plan out the installation and routing of the wiring or
other connections you will have to make. You can
also read the catalogs and browse the show rooms
for that new chrome or set of lights.

Last, but not least, take some time to plan for the
riding season. Where would you like to go that you
haven’t been before? Where have you been that you
would like to visit again? Have you been to places
that you would like others to see? If so, get together
with your ride coordinators and help them plan
chapter rides.

Marty Link
Assistant chapter Educator — VA-I

A\ BeAware

- Ken Siadak, Chapter Educator VA-W

This topic has all but been beaten to death but as |
drive around the area for my job | feel that it needs a
further "beating”. It seems that a day doesn't go by
that | see a near miss in an intersection. The cause
of these near misses is that more and more people
seem to view traffic control signs or devices as
suggestions.



In most of the busier intersections the rule seems to
be that traffic doesn't stop for a red light until
forcefully challenged by the drivers that now have a
green light. Stop signs are increasingly treated as
yield signs or are ignored completely. On my
frequent commutes up and down Rt. 95 | encounter
drivers who aren't content to just travel at 20 mph
over the posted speed limit. These drivers (mostly
younger...but then at my age most drivers are
younger) seem to feel that the shoulder or merge
lanes are for passing.

In your average family “grocery getter”, these actions
can be at the very least irritating. The disregard of
traffic control devices can cause serious injury. On a
motorcycle these same interactions can often be fatal
to a rider.

Lets discuss some things that we as riders can do to
help avoid these situations. As we approach
uncontrolled intersections with visible traffic, cover
your brakes. If possible move toward the side of your
lane farthest from the traffic approaching from the
side road. If the driver of the approaching vehicle
doesn't give indications of seeing you, you might
want to hit your horn button to alert them to your
approach. Be prepared to stop or take other evasive
action.

In the case of a controlled intersection, look both
directions at least twice before proceeding on a
green light. If an oncoming vehicle appears to be
ignoring the stoplight, let that vehicle have the
intersection. If you challenge them on your
motorcycle you will lose. If a large truck seems to be
moving rapidly and the light has just changed, remain
stopped until you are certain that it has stopped. |
have had people behind me laying on a horn as |
have watched a truck barrel through an intersection
due to excessive speed on the driver's part. | have
also recently watched a red Ford Taurus go through
the same intersection well after the light had turned
green for me. The driver of that car was in a world of
her own. | don't think that she even realized that was
a light there at all.

Be especially vigilant on multi-lane controlled
intersections. You have to watch for vehicles that
may have been shielded from your view by a vehicle
in another lane. As you proceed through the
intersection continue to scan the traffic in both
directions for movement.

The other side of controlled intersections is people
that seem to be halfway across the intersection
before the light turns green for their lane. These
folks will bolt like a scared rabbit when their light
goes to green. For this reason don’t “crowd” a
caution light. If at all possible try to anticipate the
caution light and come to safe, controlled stop.
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Bottom line? Be vigilant at all times and be aware of
the traffic and conditions around you.

Area Report
Educators —
PLEASE review
the Area Report
that was recently
sent to you. If you
have any
corrections, please
complete the Area
Correction Report
and forward to me.

District Officer’'s Meeting — March 13th
Just another reminder to RSVP for the District
Officer's meeting if you are planning on attending!!!

Monthly Activity Reports
Monthly reports still need to be sent to Jim Sharkey
BEFORE the end of each month.

EDUCATORS - please take a few minutes after
each meeting to complete the Monthly Activity Report
and send it to Jim immediately. Unless of course,
you want to talk to Jim at the end of the month,
because he will call you!!

CHAPTER DIRECTORS - if you do not have an
Educator or if your Educator did not make the
meeting, please help out by completing the Monthly
Activity Report for them. It MUST be completed each
month.



Rider Education Word Search

- Provided by John Bebb, Assistant Chapter Director, VAO
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